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Epidendrum schistochilum

Epiphytic or lithophytic, sympodial, caespitose, erect herb, 1.5
m tall including the inflorescence. Roots flexuous, fleshy, 4-3 cm
long. Stem simple, cane-like, up to 90 cm. Leaves coriaceous,
oblong, obtuse, distichous, alternate, up to 12, distributed along
the upper half of the stem, dark green, 8-10 x 1.5-2.0 cm. Inflo-
rescence terminal, racemose, successive, densely many-flowered,
peduncle elongate, terete, up to 60 cm long. Flowers numerous,
non-resupinate, successive, 12-16 open at one time, white, callus
yellow-orange; no fragrance recorded. Floral bracts 3-4 mm
erect, lanceolate, acuminate. Sepals 7-8 x 3 mm, free, narrowly
oblong-obovate, obtuse, shortly apiculate. Petals free, oblanceo-
late-spathulate, obtuse, margin irregular towards the apex, 8-9
x 3 mm. Lip fused to the column to about the middle, deeply
3-lobed, conspicuously fimbriate, 1 x 0.75-8 mm, with a thick
central callus composed of three main, acute tubercles, the mid
protuberance thick, triangular, occupying the midlobe of the lip,
the two lateral protuberances shorter, ovoid, aligned with the
lateral lobes of the lip. Column slightly arched, cylindrical, 5 mm
long. Clinandrium reduced, margin irregular. Rostellum apical,
slit. Anther cap obovoid, papillose, 4-celled. Pollinia 4, obovoid,
laterally compressed, sub—equal.

Epidendrum schistochilum is recognized by the large, erect plants,
distichous leaves, numerous, successive, non-resupinate flowers.
The flowers are snow white with a thick, triangular, three-lobed,
orange callus in the middle of the three-lobed, fimbriate lip.




