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Catasetum

Plant epiphytic or litophytic, caespitose, 1 m tall including the
inflorescence. Roots flexuous, fleshy. Pseudobulbs thick, ci-
gar-shaped, clustered, fusiform to ovoid, lightly curved, 3-4
subequal internodes, enveloped by papery white sheaths. Leaves
apical, distichous on the youngest pseudobulb, elliptic, plicate,
acute, deciduous, 30-40 cm long. Inflorescence basal, arched,
racemose, raceme up to 20 cm long. Flowers 6, olive-green, thick,
fleshy, unisexual. Ovary sulcate, 7.5-8.0 mm long. Sepals similar,
galeate, oblanceolate-ovate, concave, abruptly acute, the lateral se-
pals covering the petals, 15 x 10 mm. Petals 6-veined with brown
spots at the base, obovate, subconcave, abruptly acute, 15 x 10-11
mm. Lip embracing the column, fused to its base, fleshy, thick,
galeate, trilobate, 17 x 30 mm, spreading; lateral lobes orbicular,
concave, 11-13 keels along the inner face, 13-14 x 15 mm each
lobe; midlobe yellow, ovate, acute, thickened at the apex, 7 x 7-8
mm. Column stained with brown spots in the adaxial surface, trig-
onous, elliptic, erect, fleshy, subtriangular, cucullate, 1.5 x 0.5-0.6
cm; rostellum recurved, subtriangular, ca. 5 mm long; antennae
convergent, parallel, curved, slender, bilaterally symmetrical, lean-
ing on the inner face of the lip along the keels, 1.5 cm long. Anther
cap apical, subtriangular, 2 celled, 4 mm long. Pollinia 2, yellow,
oblanceolate, cleft, compressed, 4 mm long; stipe involute with a
white, sticky rounded viscidium.

Catasetum ochraceum Lindl. is found in Colombia growing at
elevations between 300 and 1700 m. It belongs to Catasetum sect.
Isoceras (Mansf.) Senghas subsect. Convergentia Bicalho & F.Bar-
ros, where it is recognized by having olive-green helmet shaped
flowers, bearing a thick, trilobate lip that embraces the column
with the concave, orbicular lateral lobes. Euglossa gaianii Dressler
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and Euglossa modestior Dressler have been recorded pollinating

this species of Catasetum.




