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Epidendrum bispathulatum

Epiphytic, sympodial, caespitose, herb, 160 cm tall with the
inflorescence. Stems simple, cane-like, pendent up to 120 cm

long. Leaves alternate, elliptic, acute, margin entire, 8-12 cm long.
Inflorescence apical, paniculate, many-flowered, 35 cm long. Ovary
terete, thin, 16.6-17.3 cm long. Flowers green with the apex of

the column and the disc of the lip white, fragrant. Sepals reflexed,
free, spatulate, sub-acute, slightly concave, 15 x 3-4 mm. Petals
reflexed, free, filiform, apex rounded, 13.0 x 0.5 mm. Lip united to
the column, 3-lobed, base truncate, 10 x 17 mm; bicallose, short;
disc with 3, narrow, acute, parallel keels; lateral lobes obliquely
triangular, acuminate, somewhat cirrhose, outer margin crenulate,
3.5 x 3.0 mm; mid-lobe deeply bilobed, the lobes slightly divar-
icate, each lobe linear-spatulate, obliquely truncate, erose, 8 x 3
mm. Column straight, short, entire, 15 mm long. Pollinia 4, “bird-
wing” type, laterally compressed, 1.7 mm long. Anther cap ovoid,
4-celled, 1.7-1.8 mm long.

Epidendrum bispathulatum is recognized by the very long tall
stems, the flowers green with the apex of the column and the disc
of the lip white, the bilobed mid-lobe of the lip with the lobes
linear-spatulate, widened towards the apex and obliquely truncate.
It is most similar to Epidendrum cirrhochilum FELehm. & Kraenzl.
with shorter stems, similar flowers, but the lateral lobes and lobes
of the mid-lobe are cirrhose and the lip has a circular purple ring
surrounding the disc of the lip.




