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Houlletia lowiana
Rchb.f.

Gard. Chron., n.s., 2: 484. 1874

Terrestrial or lithophyte, caespitose herb, up to 55 cm. Pseudob-
ulbs unifoliate, pyriform, ca. 2 cm long, surrounded by dry 
scarious sheaths. Leaves plicate, elliptic, acuminate, petiolate, 
ca. 50 cm long including petiole, ca. 7–8 cm broad. Inflorescence 
suberect, loosely several-flowered, 33 cm long, peduncle green, 
terete. Ovary terete, furrowed, 2.3 cm long. Flowers non-resupi-
nate, patent, pale yellow, the lip bright yellowish-orange at the 
mesochile of the callus. Sepals concave, with multiple acrodro-
mous veins, sub-acuminate. Dorsal sepal broadly oblong, 3.1 × 1.9 
cm. Lateral sepals ovate, oblique, broader than the dorsal one, 2.9 
× 2.8 cm, connate for ca. 8 mm. Petals slightly concave, spatulate, 
the apical third broader, sub-acuminate, 2.9 × 2.5 cm. Lip sessile, 
divided in hypochile and epichile, hypochile with long, oblong to 
triangular, erect, acuminate, aristate lateral lobes, the middle part 
with a thick callus covering the basal half of the lateral lobes, with 
a broad flap upturned at the apex, epichile long spatulate, with 
the broadest part in apical fourth, the apex reflexed so looking 
emarginate. Column white, dorsally suffused with green, fleshy, 
somewhat arcuate, club shaped, 1.7 cm long, with a short, 4 mm 
long foot.  Anther cap not seen. Pollinarium formed of a broad 
pale brown, slightly curling ellipsoid viscidium, a hyaline slender 
ligulate stipe and two yellow flattened, incompletely cleft, oblique 
pollinia.

Eponymy: Named after Hugh Low (1824-1905), a British natural-
ist and orchid collector.

Houlletia lowiana can be easily distinguished from the other 

species in the genus by its unspotted pale yellow sepals and petals 
together with patent wide opened flowers. Its most related species, 
H. sanderi Rolfe, has a very similar coloration, but possesses cam-
panulate flowers. The species has a wide distribution, from Norte 
de Santander in Colombia to Cochabamba in Bolivia, at altitudes 
between 1100 and 1800 m.
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Synonyms: Jennyella lowiana (Rchb.f.) Lückel & Fessel, Caesi-
ana 13: 6. 1999.

Type: Colombia, Ocaña, Norte de Santander; Bruchmüller s.n. 
[locality and collector questionable] (holotype, W-R-19093).

Illustrated specimen: Colombia. Antioquia: Municipality of Yarum-
al, Reserva Natural Los Magnolios, 1500 m. 27 May 2019. S. 
Vieira 046 (JAUM; LCDP voucher).

 
LCDP: Houlletia lowiana Rchb.f. A. Habit. B. Flower. C. Dissected perianth. D. Column and lip, side view; ovary and column, side view. E. Pollinar-
ium


