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Odontoglossum lindleyanum
Rchb.f. & Warsz.

Bonplandia (Hannover) 2: 99. 1854

Epiphytic herb, 27 cm tall without the inflorescence. Roots basal, 
fleshy 2–3 mm in diameter. Pseudobulbs caespitose, ovate, ancip-
itous, compressed, longitudinally furrowed, 5 × 2.8–3.0 cm, bifo-
liate, surrounded basally by distichous, foliaceous sheaths. Leaves 
sub-erect, subpetiolate, conduplicate, linear-lanceolate, acute, 21 
× 1.3 cm. Inflorescence axillary, from the base of the uppermost 
sheath, sub-erect, racemose, successively many-flowered, to 47 cm 
long. Bracts (including floral bracts) appressed, scale-like, triangu-
lar, acute, 5–10 mm long. Flowers resupinate, sepals and petals yel-
low with maroon spots, with the apices somewhat deflexed, the lip 
white with the apical half brown to maroon and commonly with 
a yellow apex. Sepals narrowly elliptic, shortly acuminate, entire, 
28–29 × 6.0–7.5 mm. Petals narrowly elliptic, shortly acuminate, 
entire, 28× 6.5 mm. Lip adnate to the ventral side of the column 
through a central, longitudinal fleshy ridge, with a canaliculat-
ed ca. 10 mm long basal part that clasp the lateral sides of the 
column, then with a lanceolate to triangular, more or less deflexed 
and apically more or less involute front-lobe, 28 x 8 mm in total; 
callus represented by two diverging and projecting teeth. Column 
mainly white, terete, ca. 17–18 mm including the anther cap in 
illustrated specimen. Anther cap whitish to pale yellow with brown 
markings, campanulate, bluntly rostrate and dorsally lobulate. Pol-
linarium of two folded/cleft pyriform pollinia on a narrowly linear 
ca. 2 mm long stipe on a pulvinate viscidium.

Eponymy: The name honors the famous English orchidologist John 
Lindley (1790-1865).

Odontoglossum lindleyanum is a locally common, widespread and 

highly variable species, occurring in middle to upper elevation 
cloud forests throughout the Andes from Western Venezuela to 
central Peru. The flowers vary in size and coloration throughout 
the distribution but the general morphology is similar, the project-
ing teeth of the callus sometimes splits into four acute and more 
or less falcate, denticles. The considerable natural variation in 
size more than in the shape seems to be geographically restricted 
and it is debatable whether they should be treated as geographical 
forms, subspecies or actually vaguely distinct species. Due to the 
high degree of intermediate forms, however, it seems safer to keep 
them together as one variable “super-species” for the time being.
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Synonyms: Oncidium lindleyoides M.W.Chase & N.H.Williams, 
Lindleyana 21(3): 25. 2008 

Type: Colombia. Norte de Santander: Pamplona, ca. 2800 m, J. 
Linden 1261 (holotype: K-L; isotypes: BR; W).

Illustrated specimen: Colombia. Santander: Municipality of La 
Belleza, edge of the forest, 2380 m. 15 July 2018. N. Gutiérrez M 
110 (LCDP voucher). 

 
LCDP: Odontoglossum lindleyanum Rchb.f. & Warsz. A. Habit. B. Flower. C. Dissected perianth. D. Lip, side view. E. Column, ventral, dorsal and 
side view. F. Anther cap and pollinarium.


